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Curriculum vitae

Profile

Dr Robin Wilson is an independent researcher focused on how objective social science, allied to universal norms of liberty and equality, can help realise progressive social and political goals. As well as being an analyst in his own right, he is involved with a range of non-governmental and transnational organisations, universities and think tanks, across Ireland, Britain and Europe.

Dr Wilson’s principal discipline is political science. In 2010, his book The Northern Ireland Experience of Conflict and Agreement: A Model for Export?, questioning the idea current in the international community that political developments in the region could be translated to other global ethnic troublespots, was published by Manchester University Press. He was commissioned by the Dublin-based think tank TASC to prepare a paper on how the Nordic countries offered a model for Ireland after the Celtic Tiger and then to synthesise this with other contributions to TASC’s project on a post-crisis vision for Ireland into one overall document. He presented his conclusions to a conference in Dublin supported by the Norwegian, Finnish and Danish embassies in 2011. That year, the London-based ginger group Compass commissioned him and a colleague to write a paper offering a ‘big picture’ for Labour under the leadership of Ed Miliband. He has been more broadly engaged with the debate on the ‘good society’ across Europe supported by Compass and the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. In 2012 the European Network Against Racism published a paper, commissioned from himself and a colleague, on the discourse of the far right across Europe.
His specialist subject is intercultural dialogue, the demand for which has risen rapidly up the global political agenda since the wars in ex-Yugoslavia, the events of ‘September 11’ and traumatic episodes raising issues of integration particularly between Muslims and non-Muslims in Europe. The standard-setter is the Council of Europe, stemming from its normative commitment to democracy, human rights and the rule of law, and he has acted as expert adviser to the Council of Europe since this work began in 2002. He distilled an initial project on five divided cities across Europe into a concluding paper and acted as rapporteur-général at successive intercultural fora in Troina and Bucharest. After the member states called in 2005 for the production of a white paper to advise on policy and practice, he synthesised their responses to the subsequent consultation and was one of two principal drafters of the document, Living Together as Equals in Dignity, launched by the foreign ministers in 2008 and since translated into many languages. In 2011 he was appointed to an expert role with the follow-up Council of Europe / European Union project, Intercultural Cities. He has subsequently prepared an intercultural strategy for the municipality in Subotica.
He has explored in detail how intercultural dialogue can best be advanced in Northern Ireland and how football can be used as a vehicle for dialogue. He was until 2008 chair of the policy committee of the Northern Ireland Community Relations Council, helping to draft the policy A Shared Future published by the Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister in 2005. In 2006, he produced a research report on good practice in the work of reconciliation by Northern Ireland NGOs. In 2007 and 2008 he carried out successive pieces of research for the Ballynafeigh Community Development Association, on preserving and enhancing the cultural diversity of this mixed Belfast neighbourhood. He founded the think tank Democratic Dialogue in 1995, in the wake of Northern Ireland’s paramilitary ceasefires, and was its director until 2006. 
In 2009 he was commissioned by the NGO network Football Against Racism in Europe, which has a presence in 40 countries, to advise it on its future governance, ten years after its foundation. In 2007 he co-drafted an intercultural plan for the Football Association of Ireland, which has been recognised in the republic as an exemplar of best practice. In late 2009 and early 2010, he prepared an evaluation for the Irish government’s minister for integration of activities consequent on the plan, as well as a more specific evaluation for the FAI of efforts by grassroots clubs to build relationships with members of minority communities. In 2005 he evaluated the first five years of the Irish Football Association’s ‘Football for All’ campaign in Northern Ireland, which led to the association securing the necessary support to cascade the campaign into Irish League clubs. In 2010 and 2011 with a colleague he updated the evaluation, focusing inter alia on the clubs aspect. In 2011 he was commissioned to develop community relations strategies with individual clubs.
He has also conducted commissions for the BBC, the Confederation of British Industry, the Economic and Social Research Council, the Electoral Commission, the European Institute for the Media, Friends of the Earth, the Irish Congress of Trade Unions, the Northern Ireland Civic Forum, the Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action, the Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Commission, the Probation Board for Northern Ireland, the Refugee Action Group and the Stationery Office.
From 1999 to 2009 he was co-leader of the Northern Ireland research team in the UK-wide devolution monitoring project co-ordinated by the Constitution Unit at University College London, and co-led a similar project specifically on devolution and health. He is an honorary senior research fellow of the unit. In 2007, he was asked by the Downing Street Strategy Unit to address senior officials at a Cabinet Office seminar on renewed devolution in Northern Ireland. He has worked extensively on north-south co-operation in Ireland, including co-preparing an assessment with colleagues from University College Dublin of the experience of co-operation since the Belfast agreement. He is a research associate of the Irish School of Ecumenics at Trinity College Dublin and a member of the advisory council of TASC. He worked with TASC on a project published in 2007 applying the International IDEA standards on democracy assessment to the two Irish jurisdictions and in 2010, on behalf of TASC, he began advising a similar EU-funded project in Cyprus.
He is a frequent commentator in the international print and broadcast media on Northern Ireland affairs. Between 1986 and 1995, he was editor of the current-affairs magazine Fortnight. During that time, he co-initiated an independent international commission of inquiry into ways forward for Northern Ireland; the Opsahl report was published in 1993. His journalistic activities included acting as stringer for the Independent on Sunday and exclusive interviews with British secretaries of state and the president of the European Commission. He has also worked as a sub-editor on the two Belfast morning papers—one mainly Catholic, one mainly Protestant.

He has substantial NGO experience. In 2010 he wrote a series of NICVA discussion papers on the future of the third sector in Northern Ireland. He is a former chair of the Belfast and district branch of the National Union of Journalists and in the 1980s was a member of the UK executive of the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. He is a member of the board of Bryson Intercultural, which works to support asylum-seekers and migrants; he is chair of Horn of Africa’s People’s Aid Northern Ireland and of the pressure group Platform for Change. He is also a member of the Probation Board for Northern Ireland.
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Wilson, Robin (2011), ‘Autonomy and power-sharing in Northern Ireland: a model for global export?’, Dynamics of Asymmetric Conflict 4, 3: 242-58
——— (2010), The Northern Ireland Experience of Conflict and Agreement: A Model for Export?, Manchester: Manchester University Press
——— (2010), ‘The role of the third sector in civic life, democracy and governance’, ‘International comparisons of the role of the third sector’, ‘The third sector as a service provider’ and ‘Role of the third sector in building a more tolerant society’, Dialogue Papers, Belfast: Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary Action
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Wilson, Robin (2001), ‘The politics of contemporary ethno-nationalist conflicts’, Nations and Nationalism 7, 3: 365-384

Wilson, Robin and Rick Wilford (2001), ‘A democratic design? the political style of the Northern Ireland Assembly’, London: Constitution Unit, UCL

Wilson, Robin, Brandon Hamber and Dorte Kulle (eds) (2001), Future Policies for the Past, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue

Wilson, Robin (ed) (2001), Agreeing to Disagree? A Guide to the Northern Ireland Assembly, London: Stationery Office

Wilson, Robin and Rick Wilford (2000), ‘A “bare knuckle ride”: Northern Ireland’, in Robert Hazell (ed), The State and the Nations: The First Year of Devolution in the United Kingdom, Exeter: Imprint Academic Press

Wilson, Robin (2000), ‘Reconfiguring the UK and the Isles’, in Gerry Hassan and Chris Warhurst (eds), The First Year of the Scottish Parliament, London: Stationery Office

——— (1999), ‘Liberal socialism and the future of progressive politics’, Renewal 7, 4: 16-28

Wilson, Robin (ed) (1999), No Frontiers: North-South Integration in Ireland, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue

Wilson, Robin (1999), ‘Making the agreement stick: prospects for peace in Northern Ireland’, Renewal 7, 1: 20-29

Wilson, Robin (ed) (1998), Hard Choices: Policy Autonomy and Priority-setting in Public Expenditure, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue

——— (1998), New Order: International Models of Peace and Reconciliation, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue

Wilson, Robin (1997), ‘The Northern Ireland Forum elections, May 1996’, Representation 34, 3&4: 201-207

——— (1997), ‘Forum or farce? The failure of political dialogue in Northern Ireland, Etudes Irlandaises 22, 2

Wilson, Robin and Tom Hennessy (1997), With All Due Respect: Pluralism and Parity of Esteem, Belfast: Democratic Dialogue
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Employment

Democratic Dialogue, 46 University Street, Belfast BT7 1FY

www.democraticdialogue.org
Director, 1995-2006

Responsible for the establishment of the company and all management functions thereafter, including projects, finance, marketing and supervision of staff and research associates. Organisation of round tables, seminars, lectures; commissioning/writing of reports (19) and papers; public presentation on behalf of the organisation. Main project activities: devolution monitoring, ‘community relations’, social exclusion. Stepped down to become self-employed.
Fortnight Publications, 11 University Road, Belfast BT7 1NA

www.fortnight.org
Editor, 1986-1995

Responsible for all aspects of the production of Fortnight magazine, from scheduling to paste-up, including writing the editorial and some news/features. All management responsibilities for small team. Stepped down to establish Democratic Dialogue.
Freelance writer/commentator/editor

1986-present

First retained correspondent for Independent on Sunday (1989-90); sub-editor, Irish News (1986-89); leader-writer, Irish News (2004-06)

Contributor, inter alia, to Belfast Telegraph, Boston Globe, Guardian, Irish Echo, Irish Independent, Irish Times, New Statesman, Open Democracy

Analyst, inter alia, on Al Jazeera, BBC Radio Ulster / BBC Northern Ireland / BBC Radio Four / BBC News 24 / BBC World Service, Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, Danish Radio and TV2, Independent Television News, Radio France International, RTE Radio, Vatican Radio
Qualifications

BA in Social and Political Sciences from Cambridge University
PhD from Queen’s University of Belfast School of Politics, International Studies and Philosophy, ‘Ethnonationalist Conflicts, Consociationalist Prescriptions and the Travails of Politics in Northern Ireland’.

Other competences

I use a wide range of computer programmes—including Microsoft Project, NVivo and Quark Express for project planning, qualitative research and publication/web design respectively—and have a keyboarding speed of 300 characters per minute. I speak French and read German.

Other interests

I enjoy cooking (mainly Italian), listening to modern jazz, travelling to new places, meeting new friends and playing football.
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